Total words (in millions)
heard by child by age 4

45

26

___ 13
B

B Professional family

Working class family
BN Poverty family

4

SOURCE: Betty Hart and Todd Risley, Meaningful Difterences
in the Everyday Experience of Young American Children
(Baltimore, MD: Brookes Publishing, 1996)

As seen in Jim Trelease seminar/
The Read-Aloud Handbook
(Penguin Books, 2006)



